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Greetings to our Philadelphia Pastel Society Members,

I hope that all of you are staying safe and healthy during this disconcerting time of 

forced isolation from our family members and friends.  The COVID-19 pandemic has 

disrupted our busy routines of classes, workouts, volunteer activities, exhibition recep-

tions, and family celebrations.  As artists, we often work in solitude, but I miss the 

cama-raderie of painting with my artist friends and exchanging creative ideas.  I 

personally have been using this quiet time as a spiritual and artistic retreat.  I’m finding 

that I have more time now for meditation, exercise, and meaningful connections with 

family members who I often forget to call or to write.

I urge all of you to continue with your pastel painting, enjoy some YouTube videos by 

your favorite artists, and post your work on social media to share with your community 

of pastel artists.  

I would also like to encourage members to submit entries for the PPS Members Show 

at Salus University.  Although the university had to cancel events and classes for April 

and May, we are still hoping for our show to open as planned on June 2nd, 2020.  The 

exhibition curator for Salus University, Elynne Rosenfeld, has assured me that the show 

is still on their schedule for this summer.  It was unfortunate that we had to cancel our 

Members meeting to review the process for preparing images for exhibition submis-

sions, as well as the presentation for EntryThingy.  If you need help editing your photos 

or navigating EntryThingy, feel free to contact me (levittblanche@aol.com) or Al Rich-

ards (anr3rich@gmail.com) directly, and we would be glad to help you.  The prospectus 

and the link for entering the show is on the PPS website under Upcoming Events.

Watch for more emails, another newsletter, and announcements on our website for 

our tentative schedule of events for this spring and summer.  Please follow the Gover-

nor-issued mandate for shelter in place until April 30th, and remember to wash your 

hands frequently.  As pastel artists, we’re used to washing our hands often!

Warm regards,

Blanche Levitt Torphy
President, Philadelphia Pastel Society
Levittblanche@aol.com
www.BlancheLevittTorphy.com



Schedule of 
Events

April 15

Salus Show 

Registration Deadline  

June 2 – July 17

Salus University Exhibition 

May 9 

CANCELLED  

General Meeting and Artist 

Demo with Carol Kardon –  

Community Arts Center, 

Wallingford, PA

May 1

Philadelphia Pastel  

Society 1st Annual 

Juried Member’s Show –  

Online Registration 

Open

July 1

Philadelphia Pastel  

Society 1st Annual 

Juried Member’s Show – 

Final Entry date

September 13 – 
October 10

Philadelphia Pastel  

Society 1st Annual  

Juried Member’s Show 

Wayne Art Center  



To all PPS Members,

We are proud to present the inaugural issue of the Philadelphia Pastel Society  

Newsletter, Pastel Postings. We will be publishing regularly in order to keep you up to 

date about everything we are doing now as well as plans for the coming months.   

Please note:   This will also be your place to shine!  Are you exhibiting in any local 

gallery or upcoming show?  Have you been awarded a prize for one of your special 

pieces? Are you planning to be part of a pastel workshop in the near future?  If so, we 

all want to know. Just submit an article about what you are doing, along with a photo 

of your work or a photo of an event you wish to highlight in our next newsletter.  Make 

sure you include the particulars about time and place.  Submit to 

Marysmith.art@gmail.com.

We are looking forward to sharing your successes.

Call
to artists




